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and Trademark Office 

Commissioner 
United States Patent and Trade 

W^SHINGTOh 

Detailed Office Action 

1. This action is in response to the application 09/703,189 filed October 31, 2000. 

2. Claims 1-28 have been examined. 

Specification 

3. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine 
the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in 
correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 




United States R\te 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section -37 1(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIP A) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Herz et al. 
(USPN 5,835,087 - Date of Patent: November 10, 1998, herein referred to as 
"Herz"). 

6. As to claim 1, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method of 
addressing a communication for transmission over a network, the method including; 
accessing a descriptive profile of a potential recipient of the communication (see 
col.4, line 4 to col. 5, line 25, col.6, line 34-60); identifying the potential recipient as 
the suggested recipient based on a correspondence between content of the 
communication and content of the descriptive profile of the potential recipient (see 
col. 5, lines 5-67, and col.l 1, lines 5-51); and presenting the suggested recipient to a 
sender of the communication for selection as a confirmed recipient, the suggested 
recipient being presented in conjunction with an indication of the correspondence 
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between the content of the communication and the content of the descriptive profile 
of the potential recipient (see col. 5, line 6 to col. 6, line 60, col. 74, line 74, lines 22- 
55, and col.75, line to col.76, line 51). 

7. As to claim 2, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the indication of the 
correspondence includes an identification of a portion of the content of the 
communication that corresponds to the content of the descriptive profile of the 
potential recipient (see col. 17, line 45 to col. 18, line 14, and col.29, lines 5-41, the 
file contains an identifying description of the target object). 

8. As to claim 3, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communication 
comprises an electronic document, and the identification comprises identification of 
content of the electronic document that corresponds to the content of the descriptive 
profile (see col. 4, line 49 to col. 5, line 67, and col.75, line 58 to col.76, line 51). 

9. As to claim 4, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the identification of the 
content of the electronic document includes identifying textual terms within the 
electronic document (see col. 10, lines 20-56). 

10. As to claim 5, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the identification of the 
textual terms includes identifying the textual terms within the context of the 
electronic document (see col. 10, lines 20-56). 
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11. As to claim 6, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the identification of the 
textual terms includes visually differentiating terms of the electronic document, 
which correspond to terms of the descriptive profile, within the context of the 
electronic document (see col. 10, line 56 to col. 11, line 65). 



12. As to claim 7, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, responsive to sender 
identification of the suggested recipient, identifying content of the communication 
corresponding to the descriptive profile of the suggested recipient identified by the 
sender (see col. 25, lines 5-65, col. 63, line 15 to col. 64, line 2). 

13. As to claim 8, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including accessing a plurality 
of descriptive profiles of a plurality of potential recipients of the communication, 
identifying a plurality of the potential recipients as suggested recipients, and 
presenting the plurality of suggested recipients to the sender, and wherein, responsive 
to sender identification of a portion of the content of the communication, identifying 
to the sender at least one of the plurality of potential recipients based on a 
correspondence between the sender-identified portion of the communication and 
content of a descriptive profile for the at least one of the plurality of potential 
recipients (see col.5, line 6 to col.6, lines 33). 
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14. As to claim 9, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the sender identified 
portion of the content of the communication includes a plurality of terms of an 
electronic document (see col. 12, line 48 to col. 13, lines 23). 

15. As to claim 1 0, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including presenting an 
indication of strength of the correspondence between the content of the 
communication and the content of the descriptive profile for the potential recipient 
(see col. 18, line 37-67 and col. 16, line 67 to col. 17, line 15). 

1 6. As to claim 1 1 , Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including presenting a 
plurality of suggested recipients to the sender together with a respective indication of 
a strength of a correspondence for each of the plurality of suggested recipients 
between the content of the communication and a respective descriptive profile for 
each of the plurality of suggested recipients (see col. 18, lines 37-67). 

17. As to claim 12, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including ranking the plurality 
of suggested recipients according to the respective strengths of the correspondences 
between the content of the communication and the descriptive profiles for the 
plurality of the suggested recipients (see col. 18, line 37 to col. 9, line 30). 

18. As to claim 13, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including prompting the 
sender for filter criteria prior to accessing the descriptive profile, and applying the 
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filter criteria in the identification of the potential recipient (see col.61, line 60 to 
col.62, line 33). 



19. As to claim 14, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including a system to address a 
communication for transmission over a network, the system including: an access 
server to access a descriptive profile of a potential recipient of the communication 
(see col.26, lines 20-42, col.34, lines 21, to col.35, line 28) and to identify the 
potential recipient as the suggested recipient based on a correspondence between 
content of the communication and content of the descriptive profile of the potential 
recipient (see col.5, lines 5-67, and col.l 1, lines 5-51); and a communications server 
to present the suggested recipient to a sender of the communication in conjunction 
with an indication of the correspondence between the content of the communication 
and the content of the descriptive profile of the potential recipient (see col.5, line 6 to 
col.6, line 60, col.74, line 74, lines 22-55, and col/75, line to col.76, line 51). 

20. As to claim 15, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communication 
server is to identify a portion of the content of the communication that corresponds to 
the content of the descriptive profile of the potential recipient (see col. 17, line 45 to 
col.18, line 14, and col.29, lines 5-41, the file contains an identifying description of 
the target object). 
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21 . As to claim 16, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communication 
comprises an electronic document, and the communications server is to identify the 
content of the electronic document that corresponds to the content of the descriptive 
profile (see col. 4, line 49 to col. 5, line 67, and col. 75, line 58 to col.76, line 51). 

22. As to claim 17, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to identify textual terms within the electronic document (see col. 10, lines 20- 
56). 

23. As to claim 18, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to identify the textual terms within the context of the electronic document 
(see col. 10, lines 20-56). 

24. As to claim 19, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communication 
server is to visually differentiate textual terms of the electronic document that 
correspond to terms of the descriptive profile within the context of the electronic 
document (see col. 10, line 56 to col.l 1, line 65). 

25. As to claim 20, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server, responsive to sender identification of the suggested recipient, is to identify to 
the sender content of the communication corresponding to the descriptive profile of 
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the suggested recipient identified by the sender (see col.25, lines 5-65, col.63, line 15 
to col.64, line 2). 

26. As to claim 21, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the access server is to 
access a plurality of descriptive profiles of a plurality of potential recipients of the 
communication and to identify a plurality of the potential recipients as suggested 
recipients, and the communications server is to present the plurality of suggested 
recipients to the sender, and wherein the communications server, responsive to sender 
identification of a portion of the content of the communication, is to identify to the 
sender at least one of the plurality of potential recipients based on a correspondence 
between the sender-identified portion of the communication and content of a 
descriptive profile for the at least one of the plurality of potential recipients (see col. 5, 
line 6 to col. 6, lines 33). 

27. As to claim 22, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the sender-identified 
portion of the content of the communication includes a plurality of terms of an 
electronic document (see col. 12, line 48 to col. 13, lines 23). 

28. As to claim 23, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to present an indication of a strength of the correspondence between the 
content of the communication and the content of the descriptive profile for the 
potential recipient (see col. 18, line 37-67 and col. 16, line 67 to col. 17, line 15). 
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29. As to claim 24, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to present a plurality of suggested recipients to the sender together with a 
respective indication of a strength of a correspondence for each of the plurality of 
suggested recipients between the content of the communication and a respective 
descriptive profile for each of the plurality of suggested recipients (see col. 18, lines 
37-67). 

30. As to claim 25, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to rank the plurality of suggested recipients according to the respective 
strengths of the correspondences between the content of the communication and the 
descriptive profiles for the plurality of the suggested recipients (see col. 18, line 37 to 
col.9, line 30). 

31. As to claim 26, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the communications 
server is to prompt the sender for a filter criteria prior to accessing the descriptive 
profile, and the access server is to apply the filter criteria in the identification of the 
potential recipient (see col.61, line 60 to col. 62, line 33). 

32. As to claim 27, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
addressing a communication for transmission over a network, the system including: 
first means for accessing a descriptive profile of a potential recipient of the 
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communication (see col.4, line 4 to col.5, line 25, col.6, line 34-60) and for 
identifying the potential recipient as the suggested recipient based on a 
correspondence between content of the communication and content of the descriptive 
profile of the potential recipient (see col.5, lines 5-67, and col.l 1, lines 5-51); and 
second means for presenting the suggested recipient to a sender of the communication 
in conjunction with an indication of the correspondence between the content of the 
communication and the content of the descriptive profile of the potential recipient 
(see col.5, line 6 to col.6, line 60, col. 74, line 74, lines 22-55, and col. 75, line to 
col.76, line 51). 

33. As to claim 28, Herz teaches the invention as claimed, including a machine-readable 
medium storing a sequence of instructions that, when executed by a machine, cause 
the machine to: access a descriptive profile of a potential recipient of the 
communication (see col.4, line 4 to col.5, line 25, col.6, line 34-60); identify the 
potential recipient as the suggested recipient based on a correspondence between 
content of the communication and content of the descriptive profile of the potential 
recipient (see col.5, lines 5-67, and col.l 1, lines 5-51); and present the suggested 
recipient to a sender of the communication for selection as a confirmed recipient, the 
suggested recipient being presented in conjunction with an indication of the 
correspondence between the content of the communication and the content of the 
descriptive profile of the potential recipient (see col.5, line 6 to col.6, line 60, col. 74, 
line 74, lines 22-55, and col.75, line to col.76, line 51). 
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Conclusion 



34. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen who may be reached via telephone at 
(571) 272-3929. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. eastern standard time. 

If you need to send the Examiner, a facsimile transmission regarding this 
instant application, please send it to (703) 872-9306. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Bill Cuchlinski, may be reached at (571) 
272-3925. 

TTN 

January 21, 2005 MARC D . THOMPSON 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 



